"Altar - Rations" 

Text: Gen. 55:3, 

"And let us arise, and go up to Bethel; and I will make there an altar 

into God, who answered me in my the day of my distress, and was with me 

in the way which I went." 

Scripture: Gen. 35:1-15 

-ich 
In the portion of the 35th chapter of Genesis fclraS we read as scripture, 

Jacob is traveling from j&xkssksm Shechem to ksxKfe Hebron. He is traveling 
to Bethel to fulfill a vow he had made approximately 20 years before. 
If you recall the story it was when he was traveling from Beer-sheba toward 
Haran. It is found in the 28th chapter of SEnesis. He had come to a cer- 
tain place and he stayed there overnight. He took a stone and used it for 
a pillow and laid down to sleep. While he was asleep he dreamed a dream 
in which he saw a ladder reaching from earth to heaven, and the angels of 
God were going up and down this ladder. He awoke from his sleep and remarked 
that God must be dwelling in this place, and that this was the vevj house 
of God, and the gate to heaven. So he took the stone and set it up as a 

--pillar, and anointed it by pouring oil on the top of it. He named the 
place Bethel, which means, "The House of G d." In Hebrew, the word BETH 
mean- house of, such as Bethlehem, which means House of Bread. And the 
word SI means "God". At different times the Jews used the Word Slohim 
which isx±kH refers to the Divine Majesty of Almighty Sod. So Bethel, merely 
means, "House of God." But then Jacob m a de a vow and said, "If God will be 
with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to 
eat, and raiment to sxxx put on, so that I come again to my father's house 
in peace; then shall the Lord be my God: and this stone which I have set 
Kg for a pillar, shall be God's house: and of all that thou shalt give me 
I will surely give the tenth unto thee." Gen. 28:20-22. 

So now we find Jacob 20 years later, and he is commanded by God to go and 
make an altar at Bethel, 35=1- Jocob orders his entire entourage, both 

-relatives and others to do away with all foreign gods, to be cleanm, and to 
change their garments. Gen. 35:2. He tells them, (text: 35:3. 3o the 
people turned over to Jacob the foreign gods, as well as their jewelry which 



-2- 

35:4- 
consisted of earrings, and Jacob buried them under an oak tree by Shechem. 

3 read that they traveled under the Divine, protection of God, who caused 

the surrounding nations to be in terror go that they did not disturb 

Jacob and his party as they journeyed through their territory. 35:5. 

the Gananite city of its frArt£- 

Jacob arrived at. Lux, which was **«/] former HamHxafcctfesxgt±KEE before J- cob 

named it 3ethel. 35: 6. And we read that Jacob built there an altar and 

once again renamed the place. This time he called it El-Bethel, 35:7. 

This now signifies that it is the God of the Place, rather than the place 

itself. jo what El-Bethel really means is, "The God of the House of God." 

Now from this story as well as from the previous stories of Jacob concerning 
the 20 years that have intervened, we can see that Jacob had been very 
richly blessed. He had made a vow to God, that he would serve God and 
render to Him what he rightfully owed God for the blessings he would re- 
ceive, lie had been living as it were on "Altar - Rations." The vow had 

""been made before a makeshift altar, and God had kept His part of the bar- 
gain by feeding and clothing ix and blessing Jacob for these 20 years. 
All that God is reouiring from Jacob now, is a remembering of the sacred 
oath he had taken. 

I see in this story a parallel between oue lives and the life of Jacob, 
we worship God here in this sanctuary or other sanctuaries if we are in 
other places perhaps. But I often wonder why people attend church. I 
know why we should but I question our motives for doing so. .iome people 
say that is a habit they have atkaiaas acquired. Cthers say because they 
were brought to the church as children and never stopped attending. 
But I do not believe these are completely true and valid. I believe in- 
stead that we come because of a hunger that needs satisfied. I believe it 
is because we cannot get what we get from ahurch attendance anywhere else. 

~ ;l can form all kinds of habits, but they do not affect us in the same way. 
A man from this congregation summed it up this past week when he told 
me that the more he delves into the Word of God, the more he hungers for it. 



ST. PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 
Butler, Pennbylvani * 
First Sunday After EpIpmany January 12, 1975 
Rev, Ralph C, Link, Pastor 
Mrs. Marilyn Stephenson, Organist 
Mr. Ralph Cooper, Choir Director 
Ricky Vinroe, Terry McClimans - Acolytes 

ORDER FOR WORSHIP I 1 :Q0 A.M. 
Prelude Mubic: "Fantasy on a German Theme 1 Peery 
1, 0veh the Stars" Abt 

Silent Prayer 
*Progebsional Hymn No, 21 "Joyfljl, joyful, we adore Thee" 
'Ascription - Choral Amen 

*ExHoRTATlQN 

*Cqnfe;bsi qn (In Unison) "Christ, we are slap to be am 

IMPORTANT PART OF YOUR KINGDOM, AND WE JOYFULLY ACCEFT 
THE CHALLENGE WHICH OUR MEMBERSHIP SETS BEFORE US. We 
ARE GRATEFUL FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO EXPLORE THAT CHALLENGE 

IN Christian Fellowship, in order to share our concerns 

WITH YOU AND ONE ANOTHER IN ChUIST. Jo I N UB AS WE SEARCH 
OUR HEARTS AND WILLS, THAT WE May KNOW OUR SHOflTCOM r NGS, 

Search our desires and ambitions with us, that we may know 
if they are pure, sincere, and worthy of fulfillment. Accept 
our honebt searchings as our confession in Christ. Amen. 11 
*Kvrie (Choir, Congregation ano Pastor) 

*Assurance of Pardon - Choral Amen 
*Praise 

*Pastor: '0 Lqr.d open ou* lips. 

*People" And our mouth shall show forth thy prmse 

*0oX0LOGV No. 55' 

Scripture Lesson: Genesis 35" 1-15 

Hymn No. 121 "Brightest and best of the sons of the morning" 
"Affirmation of our Faith (Apostles ' Creed) 
*GlorIa PatrI 
*Call to Prayer 

*PaStorI The Lord he with you. 
*Peoplg: And wjth thy spirit. 
*PabtorS Let us Pray. 
*Praver and Prayer Response 

Offer! NQ 

0FFE r FV ,l FoRENER tt Sp ! NOLER 



Baptism of Infant 

Anthem : "Holy , Holy , Holy " Arr . R i ngwald 

SeRMo n : "ALTAR-RAT I QMS " 

Prayer and Lord's Prayer 
*Hymn of Dedication No. 33 "The Lord be with us" 
'Benediction and Three Polo Amen 

Organ Pqstlude: "Tqccatina in A Minor" Baylor 

— — — — w ~ — — *CoNeftEGAT ioN Standing — _-_-- — 

The Lovely Flowers on the Altar have been placed by 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Fleeger in memory of "Loved Ones." 

Serving as Ushers today are: *Wally Feper, John Snow, 
Wont MacKinney, James Maloney, Steve Vargo. 

Deacon and Mrs. Paul Pfabe will represent Council at 
the door today. 

The attendance last Sunday was I S3- 

Nursery will be provided today by! Barbara Vargo 
and Karen Kennedy. 

Hospitalized: Norma Knauer till Mqn or Tues,; Harold 
Sanobach, Mrs. Heginbotham, Mrs. Margaret Baldauf, 
Mrs. Dorothy Nicholas - BCWH. Mh. Leo Baloauf and 
Mr. Glenn Dimit (Vets Hospital). Hug, Richard -.iGhola.5 

Baptized today: Lori Lee Weisenbtein, daughter of 
Bob and Mary Jane Wetisenstei n. The sponsors: Paul 
and Virginia Carter. 

Wed. ~ 7:30 - GOLDEN CIRCLE MEETING {Notice time change) 

Wed. - S:00 - YOUTH ADVISORS MEETING 

ThuRS, - 7:00 - BIBLE STUDY GROUP mfets in the Under- 
croft - New members ape welcome. 

Thurs, - I I :00 - MARY MARTHA CIRCLE - Tureen luncheon, 
*t Mrs, Sara Snow's Home. 

Don't forget to save Jan. 26 - CONGREGATION DINNER 
AND MEETING - Yearbooks will be given out - etc. 
Chet Stauffer will se MC. Dan Filetti - Guest. 

As vou no doubt noticed - The material came in for 
the Newsletter - Bible Readings - after half of the 
Newsletters were stapled together - these "ere opened 
and r56tapled with the new material to start you 
reading your b)ble everyday, and at the end of a year's 
time you will have read the blble through. 

Mrs. Mary Steinheiser would like to thank all those 
who sent cards while bhe was in the Hospital ano 
Cqnvalesing, 

Next Sunday 6:00-7:00- Youth Choir Practice 

tfeleo .0 vi i .-•■. ■/ ■ card or b >o c 
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"Altar - nations" 

react: Ben. 35: 5, 

"; L _et !■ . IB 5fi_jjethel; ant: I will 

tf~ into God, wiii red me in 

tjrf day o .-ess, and was with me in tiie 

■•:nt." 

Lpture Sen. 35=1-15 

Mgjttxajt In Sen 33, Jake trav 3eersheba - Haras 

Come cert pi stay overnite 
Btone 4- pillow/laid dn sleep 

ladder earth/heav, ang ascend/descend 
o':e remark must dwell this pi, 
must 3 very house G Sc gate heav 
took stone '.liar/anoint pour oil on top 
He name Bethel, mean "The House of S." 
In H e t>. 3eth - house of = Bethlehem, hse bread 
31 = S, : used frenu-Divine Majesty 3 
3ethel=Uouse of . 

ake vow (read Gen, 28:20-22) 
In sc pi Lnd Jake 20yr later, travel 
Jheehem-Iiebron 8s G command 35:1 
Jake order entire entourage 35:2, 
he tell 35:3 

: ./ bury things 35:4 

■ y protected by G 3-,35:5 
Arrive Cananite town Luz which Jake rename 
Bethel 35:6 
( He build altar 8b rename 35:7 
L-iil. signify it G of place rather than place itself 
i El-Bet » io G of the House o™ G 
'romTnis story St previous 1's we Jake rich bless 
:nade vow promise serve G render what owe 
he live on "Altar - ..iations" 
Vow made Bft- makeshift altar - G kept bargain 
by feed/clothe/bless Jake 20yrs 
All G require Jake rernera sacred oath taken 

parallel tween our lives Sb Jake 
rorsh G this sane or others, but wonder why 
peop attend church 
I knr aid but quest our motive 2 do so 






jome peop say habit 
othor3 brot here as children i never stop at tent 
Jo not beleive these valid/true 

attend cause what get church attei 
no can get elsewhere. 



2 iiav that desire 2 shape iav ritti others when I 
occasion arise 
(Jl llustration atheist) 
( .sis exact oppos of all precee I ' . 

but contrast this with (Illu ■ r ■■■■.. 

threat by husband) 

! ;ourage all need as Xpians 

Lt nnlv courage cum when gathered 3tren~th 
from being a worshii ing Xpian 
From a . ■ '. "AltBJp-SattonB", 

■'•. IckIi then by letting the "Altar-tiations" trans- 
form us , 

so that we make "Alternations.? in our lives 
&, thus share all of this with others. 



Shirley & Ralph Charles Link, Nancy Link, Dale with Lianne his wife, Lloyd Link with Karen his wife 

Jessica in front of Ralph C. Link 

Ethan and Alicha in front of R. Dale and Lianne Link (the eldest son & family) 








Ralph C. Link 
153 Keck Road 
Sarver, Pa. 16055 
(412) 352-1103 




Born : 

Married 

Wife: 


April 9, 1929, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

December 15, 1951 
Shirley Margaret Neill 
Born: December 8, 1930, Pittsburgh, Pa. 




Children : 


Ralph Dale Link, born May 11, 1955, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Lloyd Alan Link, born May 28, 1958, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Nancy Lynn Link, born March 15, 1961, Butler, Pa. 


SCHOOLING: 


Graduated from Perry High School, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
June 1947 






Lay Ministry School, Penn West Conference 
Church of Christ, September 1965 to May 


of United 
1969 






Commissioned Lay Minister June 1969 








Lancaster Theological Seminary, Lancaster 
September 1970 


, Pa. , 






Graduated from Lancaster Theological Seminary May 1974 






Ordained to Christian Ministry March 10, 


1974 


PASTORATES 


As Lay Minister: short term, 1 month or 1 
various churches 1965 to 1967 


ess in 






Emlenton Lamartine Charge of United Church 
1967 to 1969 


of Christ 






Short term in various churches 1970 until 
entrance July 1970 


Seminary 






July 1970 to December 1973 Student Pastor 
Charge, New Bloomfield, Duncannon, Pa., 
Conference, United Church of Christ 


at Trinity 
Penn Central 






December 1973 to present, St. Paul's United Church of 
Christ, Butler, Pa., Penn West Conference, United 
Church of Christ 



PERSONAL TESTIMONY 
OF 

Ralph C. Link 



I am the youngest of five children. I was born just prior to 
the onset of the Depression. Our family was very poor. My father 
was an alcoholic and my mother was a very religious person who was 
searching for the Lord. During my childhood she did her best to 
teach me the things of the Lord. Later in life she came to a 
personal relationship with Him. 

I grew up in the Evangelical and Reformed Church where 
salvation by grace alone was not preached nor taught. I knew all 
about Jesus, what He did, how He lived, His miracles, His death 
and resurrection, but I didn't know Him personally. 

My life had many ups and downs and all the while I was 
attending church and striving with my good works to please God. 
At a very low point in my life when we were deeply in debt and my 
wife and three children were all ill, I came to the crossroads. I 
watched a Billy Graham Crusade on television from some distant 
city and the message he preached seemed to be directed right at 
me. I wrestled with making that commitment to Christ, but didn't. 
The next afternoon and evening at work on the 4 to 12 shift I came 
to the conclusion that I needed to make that commitment to Christ. 
It seemed like there was no other choice if life was to have any 
meaning. That night when I came home from work at 1:00 A.M., I 
laid face down on the living room floor and told God that I 
couldn't live my life in my own strength and I accepted the gift 
of salvation from my Savior Jesus Christ. My life has never been 
the same. 

Through several meaningful circumstances I was called by God 
to serve Him in the Christian Ministry and to help spread that 
wonderful message of salvation through the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ. What a wonderful and rewarding time it has been and I 
give Him all the praise for my salvation and the opportunity to 
serve Him. 



STATEMENT OF FAITH 

OF 

Ralph C, Link 



I believe the Bible, both the Old and New Testaments to be 
the inspired inerrant Word of God. I believe the Bible is the 
complete revelation of His will for the salvation of men and it 
is the final authority for the Christian faith and life. 



I believe in one God, who is eternally existent in three 
persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 



I believe in the Diety of the Lord Jesus Christ that He is 
true God and true man. I believe that He was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that He lived in sinless life, that He performed 
the miracles recorded in Scripture, that He died on the cross 
as a sacrifice for our sins, that He bodily arose from the 
dead, that He ascended on high where He is at the right had of 
Almighty God as our intercessor. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit and that He comes and indwells 
each believer at the time of conversion. I believe that He 
lives in each believer to lead, to instruct, and to convict so 
that a believe may live a more godly life. 

I believe that through the shed blood of Jesus Christ and 
through His resurrection, this is the only ground for 
justification and salvation for all who receive Him A Lord and 
Savior and to such as receive Him, they are born of the Holy 
Spirit and become children of God. 



I believe water baptism and the Lord's Supper are 
ordinances of the Church but are not means of salvation. 



I believe in the personal and premillennial and imminent 
coming of the Lord Jesus Christ. 



I believe in the resurrection of the dead, for the believer 
to resurrection of life and joy with the Lord, for the 
unbeliever to resurrection of judgement and everlasting 
punishment . 



